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DOWNWARD SPIRAL - PART 12:
“The Lord Still Delivers”
Judges 2:6-3:6

Ps. Eric Yee

Even amidst repeated failures, the Lord still delivers.

Sermon Outline:

A new generation (2:6-10)

26 When Joshua dismissed the people, the people of Israel went each to his inheritance to take
possession of the land. ” And the people served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the
days of the elders who outlived Joshua, who had seen all the great work that the LORD had
done for Israel. ® And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died at the age of 110
years. ? And they buried him within the boundaries of his inheritance in Timnath-heres, in the hill
country of Ephraim, north of the mountain of Gaash. '® And all that generation also were
gathered to their fathers. And there arose another generation after them who did not know the
LORD or the work that he had done for Israel.

A downward spiral (2:11-19)

" And the people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the LORD and served the Baals. '
And they abandoned the LORD, the God of their fathers, who had brought them out of the land
of Egypt. They went after other gods, from among the gods of the peoples who were around
them, and bowed down to them. And they provoked the LORD to anger. *® They abandoned the
LORD and served the Baals and the Ashtaroth. * So the anger of the LORD was kindled against
Israel, and he gave them over to plunderers, who plundered them. And he sold them into the
hand of their surrounding enemies, so that they could no longer withstand their enemies. *°
Whenever they marched out, the hand of the LORD was against them for harm, as the LORD
had warned, and as the LORD had sworn to them. And they were in terrible distress.'® Then the
LORD raised up judges, who saved them out of the hand of those who plundered them. 7 Yet
they did not listen to their judges, for they whored after other gods and bowed down to them.
They soon turned aside from the way in which their fathers had walked, who had obeyed the
commandments of the LORD, and they did not do so. '® Whenever the LORD raised up judges
for them, the LORD was with the judge, and he saved them from the hand of their enemies all
the days of the judge. For the LORD was moved to pity by their groaning because of those who
afflicted and oppressed them. ® But whenever the judge died, they turned back and were more
corrupt than their fathers, going after other gods, serving them and bowing down to them. They
did not drop any of their practices or their stubborn ways.



lll. A test failed (2:20-3:6)
20 So the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he said, “Because this people have
transgressed my covenant that | commanded their fathers and have not obeyed my voice, ' |
will no longer drive out before them any of the nations that Joshua left when he died, # in order
to test Israel by them, whether they will take care to walk in the way of the LORD as their fathers
did, or not.” 2 So the LORD left those nations, not driving them out quickly, and he did not give
them into the hand of Joshua. *' Now these are the nations that the LORD left, to test Israel by
them, that is, all in Israel who had not experienced all the wars in Canaan. 2 It was only in order
that the generations of the people of Israel might know war, to teach war to those who had not
known it before. ® These are the nations: the five lords of the Philistines and all the Canaanites
and the Sidonians and the Hivites who lived on Mount Lebanon, from Mount Baal-hermon as far
as Lebo-hamath. # They were for the testing of Israel, to know whether Israel would obey the
commandments of the LORD, which he commanded their fathers by the hand of Moses. ® So the
people of Israel lived among the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the
Hivites, and the Jebusites. ® And their daughters they took to themselves for wives, and their
own daughters they gave to their sons, and they served their gods.



